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Greetings from Lashkat Gah Iam presently workmg ona dramage project in cenlral
- Helmand and we are getting a lot of work done mostly usmg hand labor. But now, to lhe

pomt

St

Sonnthmg over one month ag,o the govemment closed some 50 to 75 small pr ivalely

- owned cotlon gins in this region. | was only aware of about 10 of the gins in the area
“where we are working. | briefly discussed the possibility of this situation with you last
CApril and you were sympflthetm with the ph ght of these small business men.

Hopett ully the era of the government. monopo!y of the cotton industry has passed but the

Mimstty of Mines and [ndustry does not understand this. The Lashkar Gah cotton gin is
‘paying Lhe farmiers rock bottom prices foi their cotton: soime 45,000 als. per mon. The
farmers in the area are not happy with this price. The local private gins pay a bit more for

the cotton, process il and sell on the local market for pillows, matrices, etc. This isa
market (hat the government cotton gin does not sell to. But still, the government cotton -
gin does not like the competition, as'small scale as it is. ls thete any possible way lhat
you mlghl excrt influence to remedy this mtuatlon’?

" The snluatlon of smal] mdustly development in Helmand is.more involved thal the above
‘outline, ' .

Please let me introduce Haji Rahim and his delegation from Helmand. H aji Rahim is

~ from Nad-i-Ali. He and his family have been involved in the cotton industry for a couple
of generations, He owas 2-3 of the closed gins. | have known and worked with him for
about 5 years. He is an innovative business man with many plans and ideas for the future;
- the new Afgh‘\mstan He has also been trying to import a small oil press for colton seed

oil but again has been blocked by the buneaucracy

'But this i is his story, nfyou have time to listen. | realize that you have to be vety busy
. these days with the new cunrency Good luck in your new position.

. f;l.ncel'cly.. :
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