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FOREWORD

This pamphlet entitled The Helmand-Arghandab Valley YESTERDAY,
TODAY, TOMORROW f{ills a long-existing need for a brief history of the
Valley and prospects for future development. It is not a technical book,
nor is it an exhaustive treatment of all that has transpired in the Valley
over the last thousand years, or even over the last ten years. Itis rather
an historical sketch of the past, of the present situation, and of the future
potential of the Valley.

It was Dr. Raymond T. Moyer, Assistant Director of the Helmand-
Arghandab Valley Region, USAID/A, from March 1967 to March 1968, who
first conceived the idea of producing this historical sketch. Dr. Moyer
than persuaded Mrs. Mildred Caudill, wife of Mr. Sanford Caudill of the
Bureau of Reclamation group working in the Valley, to do the research
and writing that produced this volume. The text has been reviewed by

His Excellency Governor Mohammed Hashim Szafi, General President of
the Helmand-Arghandab Valley Authority, Royal Government of Afghanistan,
and his prineipal officers in the HAVA, by Mr. Eloazo B. Grantham, Jr.,
Assistant Director, Helmand-Arghandab Valley Region, USAID/A, by

Dr. William A. Wolffer, Deputy Director, USAID/A, and by myself.

The research, writing, reviewing, and revision have taken over a year,
and I believe the result is well worth the congiderable efforts of all who
have contributed.

By far the greatest credit goes to Mrs. Caudill who did most of the research,
all of the writing, and many of the revisions which resulted in the present
text. I especially appreciate the fact that she did all of her work without any
compensation other than the personal satisfaction of doing well something
that needed to be done. Mrs. Caudill deserves the highest commendation for
her perceptivity, her diligence, and her writing skill.

Russell 5. MecClure
Director
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1. An Introduction fo Regional Develocpment

in the Helmand-Arghandab Valley

Continuwing effords by the Helmand-Arghandasb Valley Authority of the
Royal Government of Afghanistan to rehabilitete ancient irrigated areas and
modernize the Valley's agriculture hold encouraging promise,

The long range progrem will uwltimately develop a gross irrigated area
estimated abt 363,000 acres. This includes land of varying classification
and quality in most regions now receiving e full or partial waber supply.

Approximately 300,000 of these acres lie within the Upper Helmand
and Arghandab regions., Attention will center here during the years
immediately ahead.

In general nature and pobtential the Helmand-Arghandab Project corre-
sponds to the Salt River Project in Arizona.

Plans for constructing drainage facilities, leveling land and restor-
ing soll fertility are being formulated and are projécts of high priority.
The goal is full utilization of aveilsble wsher and land resources.

Such & monumental task, requiring continuing work over a period of
-years, will invoive extensive effort, pstience and large additional
financing before completion and attainment of goals.

Land development in the Helmand Valley, which has been proceeding at
a slower rabe than originally contemplated, is how gaining momentum,
Feasibility studies have been completed in some areas and are confinuing
in others. The problems of salinizetion of soil, waterlogging and low
crop yields sre being studied. Agricultursel development is being accel-
erated and work is under way to improve and expand the supply of elecirie
power,




